DRAFT


COLVEND AND SOUTHWICK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 14 May 2026 at 7:30pm in Colvend Public Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk165642235]PRESENT: Chair - Roderick Morriss (RM), Treasurer – John Rowland (JR), Secretary – Gordon Webster (GW) Elected CCs: John Coates (JC), Elsbeth Collins-Taylor (ECT), Kristine Filer (KF); Co-opted CC: Matthew Pumphrey (MP); Local Cllrs: Ian Blake (IB), David Stitt (DS); Kippford Association Representative – David Butler (DB); Minute Secretary – Gwen Coates (GC)

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Paul Bannister (PB), David Birdsall (DBi), Richard Bond (RB), Donna Clachine (DC), Alison Green (AG), Arjen Hoekstra (AH), Lee Maxwell (LM), Colin McLeish (CM), Sandyhills Protection Group (SPG) – Peter Shaw, Clive Sinclair (CS), Julian Stanning (JS), Sarah White (SW)  

APOLOGIES: Elected CCs: Tom Nichol (TN), Tracey Roan (TR) 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Adoption of the Minutes from 2 April 2026

The minutes were proposed by JC and seconded by JR. There were no amendments. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Police Scotland has given permission to reproduce their livestock posters in full. CS asked how the reproduction of posters was to be funded. He suggested that a contribution to cover costs be made by those requesting the posters. 
This was agreed by members. CS said that he was willing to work out a suitable fee. CS also noted that the local press recently reported on a significant number of dog worrying incidents in the region and thus the need to be vigilant.  

Colvend Lochs Aquatic Survey update. (MP/ECT/KF). MP noted that at a recent meeting, a letter was drafted to send out to property owners around the lochs in relation to the need to eradicate the invasive plant species. This was sent to members for approval. Members approved the letter, which will now be sent to property owners. MP also noted that eradication of the invasive species involved is best done in the autumn, which gives those involved sufficient time to organise this. 

Climate Action talk from Dr Alison Green update. (PS) AG gave a brief presentation about this issue (the negative consequences of climate change on the environment). She said that a 45 minute film about this has been produced to raise awareness. This has already been shown in a number of areas within the region. Members were happy to support the idea of the film being shown in the village hall supported by a short presentation from AG. JC, as chair of the village hall, gave AG his contact details so that she could arrange a suitable date for this event. PS asked if the local MP and DGC counsellors could be invited. RM said he was happy to support this.          

Port o’Warren ‘Unsuitable for turning’ advisory notice at Portling triangle. (DS) DS informed members that nothing has happened regarding this issue but that he will continue to pursue it.   

POLICE REPORT
The police report, sent to members before the meeting, did not include any concerns related to the local area. 

TREASURER'S REPORT

Prior to the meeting, JR sent members the following summary of transactions in the last month:

[image: ]

	30 day notice
	3,034.58

	95 day notice - CC
	7,117.07

	95 day notice - MT
	4,350.67

	Current A/c
	5,038.09

	Total
	19,540.41

	
	

	Held for Murdoch Trust
	3,370.07

	For Community Council
	16,170.34

	Total
	19,540.41



The only transactions in April were interest earned of £37.50 and our payment of £160 to the Colvend Hall for committee meetings.

JR noted that there had been one payment to a local individual from the Murdoch Trust. For the benefit of members of the public who were present tonight but don’t usually attend these meetings, RM explained the history and purpose of the Murdoch Trust.  

EMERGENCY HUB

A public meeting about the Emergency Hub was held recently. The meeting involved members of the Emergency Hub team explaining to those attending what resilience, in this context, means; discussing the local resilience plan and what this involves; stressing the importance of everyone trying, as much as possible, to be self-reliant as a result of their own preparations, but also looking out for their neighbours. RM also explained, to those present at tonight’s meeting, the purpose of the hub and what it could provide. ECT said that she will send a summary of the hub meeting to local WhatsApp groups.    

COLVEND PRIMARY SCHOOL
No representative from the school attended and there were no updates about the school.

BUSINESS/PERSONAL GAIN POSTING ON COLVEND CONNECT

It appears that some individuals are posting messages promoting their business interests on the Colvend Connect WhatsApp group. The item was included on the agenda in order to discuss and agree a uniform policy to apply to business/personal gain postings on the site. PB proposed guidance about what posts might be considered appropriate – essentially those that are likely to benefit the local community and not general advertising by traders. There was a discussion about what might/might not be considered acceptable. There was no clear agreement on this so it was decided that PB’s guidance document, or any further amended document be sent out to the relevant WhatsApp group for consideration by members of the group. There was also discussion about whether local residents might prefer to take responsibility as the administrator for the WhatsApp group rather than the present situation where the administrator is the secretary of CSCC. 

HIRING COMMUNITY COUNCIL ASSETS

This issue was put on the agenda because a local resident has asked if they could hire CSCC’s marquees for their personal use. It was included in order to discuss and agree a hiring policy/pricing structure for CSCC’s assets (such as marquees). DB asked if this type of transaction might breach county council guidance. The response was that it was not a commercial venture but one that simply involved using CSCC assets to benefit the community. JC suggested that commercial rental rates be explored and rates that are a little less than this be considered. There was discussion about the detail that needs to be considered in a hiring contract – deposit rates, funding any damage to assets, conditions of use, how, in the case of marquees, hiring for more than one day’s use would be calculated (given that a single day’s use would probably require a day to set up and a day to take down). JR said that he would explore these issues and report back. 

MUIRBURN

This issue was put on the agenda in order to discuss the recent muirburn incidents on White Hill, Portling. A number of local residents from Portling raised concerns about the two recent muirburn incidents Saturday 25 April and Monday 27 April. Issues raised included the fact that residents were not told in advance about the muirburn and the fire brigade were called out 6 times on the Saturday afternoon; on Monday afternoon more fires were started which later were out of control and the fire brigade were called again.  The fire fighters didn’t finish putting the fires out until the following mid-morning; there was a general view that there was insufficient communication between the landowner and local residents; Some residents spent the night frightened that their properties were at risk from the fires. Members decided that it was important to invite the landowner to attend the next CSCC meeting to discuss these concerns and to ensure that in future full communication with local residents takes place. RM agreed to make the necessary contact.    

A710 SPEED LIMIT BETWEEN SANDYHILLS AND COLVEND

This issue was put on the agenda because a local resident requested a discussion on the current speed limit on this section of the road. IB explained that because of the current situation and the potential development at Sandyhills, DGC has agreed to review the speed limit along this part of the A710. CM expressed his concern that if a lower speed limit was to be introduced at Sandyhills this might result in the introduction of street lighting, which in turn might make the potential Sandyhills development more likely. In relation to speed limits, CS expressed his concern about motorists’ excessive speed along the road leading down to Rockcliffe. IB said no speed-related work was planned for the road leading down to Rockcliffe. 

 PROJECTS

1. Kippford Flood Reduction measures. IB noted that he had explored this issue as far as was possible. This project is now closed. 

2. Disintegration of Visitor Interpretation Boards update. JR informed members that he’d had a call from Border Signs to say that the first two boards were ready for collection. He will check these out and report back to the next meeting. This project is ongoing. 



PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1. 22/0197/SCO Scoping Opinion – paused awaiting applicant response.
2. 23/1426/FUL Sandyhills proposed car park development – rolling agenda item.
3. 23/2027/SCR Screening Opinion related to 23/1426/FUL: DGC Planning decision – No EIA required.
PS said that no updates were available and no further developments had taken place. The next planning application meeting is on 28 May 2026. 

AOCB

JR noted that the next meeting of the Stewartry Community Council Network will be on Wednesday 20 May 2026 in CD. He and GW will attend. 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON THURSDAY 11 JUNE 2026

AT 7:00 PM IN COLVEND PUBLIC HALL

We encourage people who live in the area to attend these interesting meetings!  Find out what is going on in your community.


www.colvendcommunity.co.uk
	
We also have a Facebook page & WhatsApp group!

	If further copies of these minutes are required, please email secretary@colvendcommunity.co.uk
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