DRAFT

COLVEND AND SOUTHWICK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 11 June 2026 at 7:00pm in Colvend Public Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk165642235]PRESENT: Chair - Roderick Morriss (RM), Secretary – Gordon Webster (GW) Elected CCs: John Coates (JC), Elspeth Collins-Taylor (ECT); Co-opted CC: Matthew Pumphrey (MP); Minute Secretary – Gwen Coates (GC)

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Simon Pain (SWP), Clive Sinclair (CS), Sandyhills Protection Group (SPG) – Peter Shaw

APOLOGIES: Treasurer – John Rowland (JR); Elected CCs: Tom Nichol (TN), Kristine Filer (KF); Local Cllrs: Ian Blake (IB), David Stitt (DS); Kippford Association Representative – David Butler (DB)  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Adoption of the Minutes from 14 May 2026

The minutes were proposed by JC and seconded by MP. There were no amendments. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Livestock poster update. CS said that he would complete the work he had agreed in the next week – i.e. to work out a suitable fee for the reproduction of posters. (CS)  

Colvend Lochs Aquatic Survey update. MP told members that the letter drafted for property owners and approved at the previous CSCC meeting, will be delivered on 23 June 2026. SWP is applying for grant aid to support the proposed work on the eradication of invasive plants. He also informed members that most of the American Skunk Cabbage weed has been removed. (MP/ECT/KF)

Climate Action talk from Dr Alison Green update. JC said that the talk has been arranged for 14 August 2026 in Colvend village hall. Time is either 7 or 7.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. (to be confirmed). PS said the evening will include a short talk, a film, a question and answer/discussion session. He also indicated how very widely the film had been shown across the country and the fact that local MPs might be invited to the viewing here. (JC/PS)  

Port o’Warren ‘No room for vehicle turning’ advisory notice at Portling triangle. There was no further information on this issue as neither DS nor JR were present at tonight’s meeting. (DS) 

POLICE REPORT

The police report, sent to members prior to the meeting, did not include any concerns related to the local area. 

TREASURER'S REPORT

JR was not present at tonight’s meeting but, prior to the meeting, he sent members the following summary of transactions in the last month:
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EMERGENCY HUB

ECT agreed to provide the report mentioned in last month’s minutes (a summary of the recent hub meeting) for the next meeting. 

COLVEND PRIMARY SCHOOL

No representative from the school attended and there were no updates about the school. SWP told members that Mrs Aleksandra Stores, the headteacher of the school, is leaving and the headteacher from Palnackie Primary School, Mrs Eliza Jarvis, will be taking over. He also explained that following an inspection of groundwork at the school, a variety of work needs to be completed to ensure health and safety regulations are met. This includes:

- the replacement of a broken bench seat, fixing of the kissing gate, fencing and five-bar gate. Such work needs to be completed if members of CSCC decide to hold a gala event in 2027. 
- the balance beam in the playground has been condemned. Given the on-going discussion about how long the school might remain open, the condition of the balance beam needs further investigation to see exactly how long it might last before needing to be replaced  
SWP is applying for funding to cover this work.

HIRING COMMUNITY COUNCIL ASSETS

JR, who was not present at tonight’s meeting, is looking into the hiring policy and pricing structure and will report back to members at a future meeting. 

MUIRBURN

GW informed members that a meeting, about the recent Muirburn incidents on White Hill, is being arranged between the landowners and two residents from Portling. RM will be facilitating the meeting. It was raised whether or not CSCC should get involved in such matters and the majority opinion was that CSCC intervention was warranted in this instance.  RM said that CSCC should show interest in local issues and that landowners need to be aware of their responsibilities. 

A710 SPEED LIMIT BETWEEN SANDYHILLS AND COLVEND

IB advised at the last meeting that DGC were to make a site visit to measure traffic speed however, in his absence, there is no progress update on the issue. 


PROJECTS
Disintegration of Visitor Interpretation Boards update. SWP informed members that he had tried to assemble one of the frames that Border Signs had supplied in bits but found that this took him hours. He suggested that JR get in touch with Border Signs to ask them to assemble the frames before supplying to CSCC. (JR/GW) This project is ongoing. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
JC told members that the Budapest Cafe Orchestra’s performance at Colvend village hall on Monday 8 June 2006 had resulted in a record audience turnout. He said that it was judged to be an excellent evening. Despite this, little money was made by the hall. He felt that perhaps a slightly different financial arrangement should be introduced for similar future events. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1. 22/0197/SCO Scoping Opinion – paused awaiting applicant response.
2. 23/1426/FUL Sandyhills proposed car park development – rolling agenda item.
3. 23/2027/SCR Screening Opinion related to 23/1426/FUL: DGC Planning decision – No EIA required.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk232358126]26/0831/FUL New Sandyhills Planning Application – hardstanding for 20 static caravans and decking, 7 motorhomes/tourers, 4 camping pods and associated access roads and parking.

In relation to the latter, and most recent, item above, PS said that the deadline for receipt of comments and objections is 2 July 2026 (the ‘Call in’ date). He noted that a meeting of SPG is planned to determine actions to be taken/objections they intend to make, etc. He noted that DGC’s Flood Risk Management team have put in objections. He asked if CSCC will give on-going support to the objections SPG wish to make. All members present agreed to this. RM suggested that SPG produce a draft letter that CSCC can sign and send to the relevant authorities. It was agreed that a public meeting should be held to discuss this latest application and Gillespie Leisure will be invited. As CSCC is a statutory consultee such a meeting will not be bound by the 2 July ‘Call in’ date. GW agreed to resume the CSCC liaison with SPG.
There was no movement on the car park or other plans noted above.   

AOCB
· SWP told members that CSCC is required to review its Local Place Plan (LPP) annually and that the LPP is on the CSCC website. SWP offered to send the two page plan out to members asking them to suggest any additions or changes they feel need to be made. Points raised can then be discussed at the next meeting.  
· The resignation of councillor Tracy Roan was noted, RM thanked her in her absence for her many years of dedicated service to the council and the community. 
· As a result of a number of national/local cycling events in the local area, RM asked that in future these are notified on local WhatsApp sites so that local residents can be made aware of the large number of cyclists on the roads and any road traffic issues.  

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON THURSDAY 2 JULY 2026

AT 7:00 PM IN COLVEND PUBLIC HALL

We encourage people who live in the area to attend these interesting meetings!  Find out what is going on in your community.


www.colvendcommunity.co.uk
We also have a Facebook page & WhatsApp group!
	If further copies of these minutes are required, please email secretary@colvendcommunity.co.uk
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