DRAFT

COLVEND AND SOUTHWICK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 5 March 2026 at 7pm in Colvend Public Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk165642235]PRESENT: Chair - Roderick Morriss (RM), Treasurer – John Rowland (JR), Secretary – Gordon Webster (GW); Elected CCs: John Coates (JC), Elspeth Collins-Taylor (ECT); Co-opted CC: Matthew Pumphrey (MP); Local Cllr: David Stitt (DS); Kippford Association representative – David Butler (DB); Minute Secretary – Gwen Coates (GC)

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Richard Bond (RB), Lee Maxwell (LM), Sandyhills Protection Group (SPG) representative – Peter Shaw (PS), Clive Sinclair (CS), Julian Stanning (JS)

APOLOGIES: Elected CCs: Kristine Filer (KF), Tom Nicol (TN), Tracey Roan (TR); Local Cllr: Ian Blake (IB)

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Adoption of the Minutes from 6 November 2025

The minutes were proposed by JC and seconded by JR. There were no amendments. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Police Scotland livestock posters update. GW said Police Scotland has said that CSCC can have these posters but has not indicated when these might be available. CS (local farmer) said he had nothing to report. (GW/CS)
(CS left the meeting at this point.)

Colvend Connect WhatsApp group rules and best practice refresher. These have been sent out by GW and members noted they have had a positive impact. (GW)

POLICE REPORT

The Police Report is now in the form of a county-wide report. There was nothing to report in the most recent issue. 

TREASURER'S REPORT

JR gave an oral report including a summary of deposits and payments in the last month. He indicated that there was a general fund of approximately £8,000 with the rest being already allocated to agreed ongoing and forthcoming projects. 

In relation to the Stewartry Network Federation meetings mentioned in February’s CSCC minutes, JR thanked DS for the information he provided about the network. JR told members that he attended the recent AGM of this federation in Kirkcudbright. For an annual membership fee of £30, CSCC would be eligible to receive £100 from Dumfries and Galloway Council (DGC) on condition 2 CSCC councillors attended at least two meetings during the year. There was some debate about whether this meant that 2 members should attend at least one meeting or whether it was sufficient for one member to attend two meetings. Clarification will be sought on this by JR. All members agreed that CSCC should join this group. 

EMERGENCY HUB

As noted on the agenda, the Hall Committee has dismissed the idea of a Warm Space due to not having the volunteer structure in place to support it. As a result, this idea has now become a CSCC managed Emergency Hub for the community. Any forthcoming plan utilising the Hall will need to be reviewed by the Hall Committee in case it has an impact on the Hall’s insurance and fire risk assessments. The CSCC Resilience Committee is putting together an Emergency Hub working plan and intend to hold a session to inform members of the local community about the Resilience plan and the Emergency Hub.   





COLVEND PRIMARY SCHOOL

No information was available about this and there has been no response from the school about a potential replacement for the previous representative who attended. LM mentioned that pupils from the school had recently visited the Bainloch Deer Park for World Book Day activities and a good time was had by all.

PROJECTS

1. Kippford Wee Pier renovation funding update. RM/JR/MP met with agents of The Crown Estate online and informed them that CSCC will not be able to fund the repairs and does not want to take responsibility for the pier. A response from The Crown Estate has not yet been received. DB said that at the recent AGM of the Kippford Association, members of the local community were keen to keep the pier but members of the Association do not want responsibility for, or ownership of, it. MP proposed that this item be removed from future meetings, and RM suggested that this item be removed from future agendas until a response from The Crown Estate has been received. This was agreed by members. JR suggested that if the council no longer wanted to proceed with this project, then it would be appropriate to consider removing it from the Local Place Plan.  The LPP has to be reviewed in May and it would make sense to do this at the next CSCC AGM. He added that if the council wanted to remove this project from the Local Place Plan, he felt that the CSCC would need to show that, following broad consultation, this was the general view. It was noted that the Local Place Plan is a ‘living’ document and can therefore change over time. (JR) This project is on hold, awaiting a response from The Crown Estate. 

2. Portling and Southwick defibrillators (siting/installation/connection/training) update. The first training event, which took place on 20 February, was well attended and very successful. A further training session is being held tomorrow night (Friday 6 March) to complete the planned training sessions. This project is now closed. 

3. Kippford Flood Reduction measures. IB was not present to report on this at the meeting. DS agreed to check who is responsible for the wall along the waterfront. (IB) This project is ongoing.

4. Disintegration of Visitor Interpretation Boards update. Repairs to the two boards already handed in have not yet been completed by Border Signs. JR agreed to check on progress. (JR/GW) This project is ongoing.

5. Burma Bridge publicity. JR told members that Simon Pain has been doing some work in relation to this issue but no details were available. (JR) This project is ongoing.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Winter Evening Talks programme update. JC said the recent talk on the Colvend Lochs Aquatic Survey was well attended and very well received. The next talk is on 20 March when the presentation will be about the Solway Coast and Marine Project (SCAMP). JC asked members and those attending for any ideas for future talks. The owners of Bainloch Deer Park, who were present at the meeting, said they would be happy to give a talk about deer. (JC) agreed to contact them to discuss this further. (JC) To be considered at the next meeting.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1. 22/0197/SCO Scoping Opinion – paused awaiting applicant response.
2. 23/1426/FUL Sandyhills proposed car park development – rolling agenda item.
3. 23/2027/SCR Screening Opinion related to 23/1426/FUL: DGC Planning decision – No EIA required.

PS said that no updates were available and no further developments had taken place.  RB asked if the toilets and car park at Sandyhills had been sold. DS replied that this was not the case. 

AOCB

1. DS noted that applications to the Coastal Benefit Fund close on 27 March 2026. RM wondered if it might be worth approaching Simon Pain to ask him to put together an application for funds for potential projects. JR said that if this were to occur, and given that Simon has not yet returned as a regular member of CSCC, there would be a need for other members to lead and champion whatever projects were being considered. While Simon might mentor, help and support individuals, he should not be expected to take on any responsibilities. JR undertook to confirm that Simon was willing to advise and mentor anyone in the community seeking funding. In relation to funding for local projects, JC said that he felt different local organisations need to work together on funding applications to ensure that they are not competing with each other resulting in no funds being gained. ECT suggested that funding for hall-related projects was most important because the hall is the most used venue for local events. JC noted that the Hall Committee has appointed a consultant to review and evaluate necessary work required to ensure the hall continues to be a viable location for local activities. He judged that it was unlikely that this evaluation and the details of funding requirements would be ready in time to meet the Coastal Benefit Fund application deadline. 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON THURSDAY 2 APRIL 2026

AT 7:00 PM IN COLVEND PUBLIC HALL

We encourage people who live in the area to attend these interesting meetings!  Find out what is going on in your community.


www.colvendcommunity.co.uk
	
We also have a Facebook page & WhatsApp group!
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