DRAFT


COLVEND AND SOUTHWICK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 5 February 2026 at 7pm in Colvend Public Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk165642235]PRESENT: Chair - Roderick Morriss (RM), Treasurer – John Rowland (JR), Secretary – Gordon Webster (GW); Elected CCs: John Coates (JC), Elspeth Collins-Taylor (ECT), Kristine Filer (KF), Tom Nicol (TN); Co-opted CC: Matthew Pumphrey (MP); Local Cllr: David Stitt (DS); Kippford Association representative – David Butler (DB); Minute Secretary – Gwen Coates (GC)

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Chair of Kippford Association – Sam Sample (SS), Sandyhills Protection Group (SPG) representative – Peter Shaw (PS), Clive Sinclair (CS), Julian Stanning (JS)

APOLOGIES: Local Cllr: Ian Blake (IB)

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Adoption of the Minutes from 6 November 2025

The minutes were proposed by TN and seconded by JR. There were no amendments. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Police Scotland livestock posters update. GW said that there was no further information on this issue. CS (local farmer) said he also had nothing to report. (GW/CS)

POLICE REPORT

The police report had not been received by the time of the meeting. GW agreed to chase this up tomorrow. ECT and PS noted that there had been a police incident at Sandyhills but there was no further information available about this.  

TREASURER'S REPORT

Prior to the meeting, JR sent members a summary of transactions. He informed members that three interest-bearing notice accounts had now been opened – two for CSCC and one for the Margaret Murdoch Trust. He also told members that he had heard that if representatives from CSCC were to attend Stewartry Network Federation meetings, an extra £100 of funding from Dumfries and Galloway Council (DGC) would be available. DS agreed to find out more information regarding this and report back. 

In summary:
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DGC WORK AROUND KIPPFORD

SS advised that the Kippford Association (KA) have hired a private contractor to manage the grassed area around Kippford Village Hall. As SS has been unable to speak to anyone in DGC to ensure that this area is left to the KA to maintain whilst DGC maintenance services focus their time elsewhere in the area, a request for help from CSCC was made. RM, on behalf of CSCC, agreed to support this request. 

WARM SPACE

A meeting between members of the local Resilience Group and chair of the village hall took place prior to this CSCC meeting. They discussed linking the idea of a warm hub to a resilience/emergency hub. Key decisions included the following: 
· The equipment that would be needed, including: the purchase of two power packs (for lighting, heating and charging of phones, etc.); 2 gas heaters to be donated by members; gas generated basic cooking facilities (for drinks/soup, etc.). It was suggested that although the warm hub was planned to be located at the Colvend village hall, because the equipment would be movable, it could be used elsewhere, for example at Kippford village Hall. It was also suggested that the local Colvend shop might agree to store the gas bottles.
· A session for the local community on the subject of local resilience issues including: what people know about resilience and what they need to know; what facilities and equipment residents already have to support resilience in relation to lighting, heating, cooking, tree felling, etc; issues such as checking on neighbours. It was suggested that such a meeting is advertised locally to gauge likely attendance and then to invite people to volunteer their services so that resilience support provision is shared by the CSCC Resilience Group and volunteers.
· Funding required would be about £4,000 (£3,000 for the two power packs and £1,000 for other requirements). There was a discussion about how to raise the funds to cover this. DS told members that the Coastal Benefit Fund will open in the new financial year and that an application to this source might be appropriate. TN noted that it would be important to consider the implications of data protection rules if residents’ data was to be shared. 
COLVEND PRIMARY SCHOOL

Primary school update. DS quoted DGC financial details regarding local schools, the cost per pupil in various schools and the potential for school closures. No representative from the school was present at the meeting.

Proposed swimming lessons in Barend pool from August 2026. GW advised that the swimming lessons are already featured on the Barend pool timetable – Wednesday 3pm -5pm. DS noted that no funding for these lessons would be available from DGC.

PROJECTS

1. Kippford Wee Pier renovation funding update. JR informed members that the potential grant of £15,000 from the Robin Rigg fund was not forthcoming and that the application to the National Lottery fund had been withdrawn. A meeting with the agents of the Crown Estates will take place at some point, co-ordinated by MP. The issue concerns who owns the pier and who will take responsibility for its repairs. Members noted that CSCC has ‘zero interest’ in taking on this liability and the Kippford Association takes the same view. (JR) This project is ongoing. 

2. Portling and Southwick defibrillators (siting/installation/connection/training) update. GW hopes to make progress on fixing a date for this training now that the Community First Responder has made contact with him. (GW) This project is ongoing. 

3. Kippford Flood Reduction measures. IB was not present to report on this at the meeting. DS sent him an email to remind him about this issue and GW agreed to contact him. (IB) This project is ongoing.

4. Disintegration of Visitor Interpretation Boards update. Repairs to the boards have not yet been completed by Border Signs. There was some discussion about the maintenance of the supports for these boards. In addition, KF asked about the state of some of the notice boards outside Colvend shop. There was discussion about who might be responsible for maintaining these signs. KF agreed to explore this. (JR/GW) This project is ongoing.

5. Burma Bridge publicity. JR will approach Simon Pain to ask if he would be willing to resume managing publicity. (JR) This project is ongoing.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Winter Evening Talks programme update. JC thanked JS for the talk he gave on 16 January, which was very well attended and very well received. The next talks are as follows: 27 February – Sarah White on the Colvend Lochs Aquatic Survey; 20 March – Nick Chisholm on the Solway Coast and Marine Project (SCAMP). (JC) To be considered at the next meeting.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1. 22/0197/SCO Scoping Opinion – paused awaiting applicant response.
2. 23/1426/FUL Sandyhills proposed car park development – rolling agenda item.
3. 23/2027/SCR Screening Opinion related to 23/1426/FUL: DGC Planning decision – No EIA required.

PS said that no updates were available and no further developments had taken place.

AOCB

1. ECT thanked JC for organising the recent dinner at the Clonyard Hotel. JC noted that ex CSCC Vice Chair Simon Pain was delighted with the gift he was presented with in recognition of his many years of service to the CSCC and wider community.

2.  PS informed members that a number of Sandyhills residents had raised an issue about the nature of messages being posted on the Colvend Connect WhatsApp group. He asked if any rules or best practice guidelines existed about what is posted by individuals. JS noted that broad principles had been established when the local WhatsApp groups were first set up. There was general agreement that these rules about best practice should be reviewed and republished for all the local WhatsApp groups. (GW)

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON THURSDAY 5 MARCH 2026

AT 7:00 PM IN COLVEND PUBLIC HALL

We encourage people who live in the area to attend these interesting meetings!  Find out what is going on in your community.


www.colvendcommunity.co.uk
	
We also have a Facebook page & WhatsApp group!

	If further copies of these minutes are required, please email secretary@colvendcommunity.co.uk	
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