DRAFT

COLVEND AND SOUTHWICK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 2 April 2026 at 7 pm in Colvend Public Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk165642235]PRESENT: Chair - Roderick Morriss (RM), Treasurer – John Rowland (JR), Secretary – Gordon Webster (GW); Elected CCs: John Coates (JC), Elspeth Collins-Taylor (ECT), Kristine Filer (KF), Tom Nicol (TN); Co-opted CC: Matthew Pumphrey (MP); Local Cllr: David Stitt (DS); Kippford Association representative – David Butler (DB); Minute Secretary – Gwen Coates (GC)

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Sandyhills Protection Group (SPG) representative – Peter Shaw (PS), Julian Stanning (JS), Ken White (KW), Sarah White (SW)

APOLOGIES: Local Cllr: Kim Lowe (KL)

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Adoption of the Minutes from 5 March 2026

The minutes were proposed by ECT and seconded by JR. There were no amendments. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Police Scotland livestock posters update.GW said Police Scotland has said that CSCC can simply copy the version that is in the police report. GW will speak with Clive Sinclair (CS) (local farmer who is involved with this issue) to decide what to do next. (GW/CS)

Colvend Connect WhatsApp group rules and best practice refresher. It was noted that these have had a positive impact on communication on these sites. (GW)

POLICE REPORT

The latest Police Report was received prior to the meeting and shared on all the local WA groups.

TREASURER'S REPORT

Members received a copy of the balance on the various accounts prior to the meeting. JR noted that the rather large sum of money in the current account includes money that is due to be paid to Nick Stewart for his work on the Colvend Lochs Aquatic Survey. JR also noted that he had recently received the annual Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) request for payment. RM agreed to work with him in evaluating what information is held by CSCC and whether, as a result, a fee must be paid.

COLVEND LOCHS AQUATIC SURVEY

SW alerted members to the fact that two particular aquatic plants that were potentially invasive had been identified during the survey work. These were the American Skunk Cabbage and the New Zealand Pigmy Weed. Both are a threat to the lochs. She suggested that members of CSCC might like to help investigate this further – focussing perhaps on who owns the land; the legal issues involved, for example, whether landowners have an obligation to deal with these plants; what the likely costs might be in doing so; the actual mechanics of how these plants could best be eradicated. MP agreed to lead on this with the help of ECT and KF. JR pointed out that there was an element of public good here and it might be that CSCC could work with landowners to deal with this issue. SW agreed that she would be available to advice on the biological/aquatic aspects but not on the actions in relation to identifying legal issues and landowners and the organisation of how eradication might be managed.      

EMERGENCY HUB

23 April 2026 has been agreed for a community meeting to discuss the establishment of an Emergency Hub in the village hall. Simon Pain (SWP - a member of CSCC who is currently on sick leave) has agreed to explore sources of funds for the purchase of equipment and supplies that will be needed. There was some discussion among members about whether gas appliances could be used. TN noted that the village hall insurance regulations do not allow the use of flammable substances on the premises. Members felt that there may be an exception made in these circumstances. Such issues will be discussed in more detail at a later date.   

KW and SW left the meeting at this point. 

COLVEND PRIMARY SCHOOL

DS told members that the school is due an inspection by His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education in Scotland (HMI) on 27 April 2026. RM referred members to this week’s The Galloway News, which contains an article, including photograph, of the Burma Bridge now in place at Colvend Primary School and an article, including photographs, of the Red Nose Day celebrations at Colvend and Kirkgunzeon Primary Schools.  

PROJECTS

1. Kippford Flood Reduction measures. IB was not present to report on this at the meeting. (IB) This project is ongoing.
2. Disintegration of Visitor Interpretation Boards update. Repairs to the boards already handed in have not yet been completed but JR was assured by Border Signs that they are ‘on top of the pile’. (JR/GW) This project is ongoing.
3. Burma Bridge publicity. This item is mentioned in the section on Colvend School above. (JR) This project is now closed.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Winter Evening Talks programme update. JC told members that the current programme of talks is now complete. He noted that the talks have been very successful. He asked members and those attending for any ideas for future talks. (JC) This issue is now closed. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1. 22/0197/SCO Scoping Opinion – paused awaiting applicant response.
2. 23/1426/FUL Sandyhills proposed car park development – rolling agenda item.
3. 23/2027/SCR Screening Opinion related to 23/1426/FUL: DGC Planning decision – No EIA required.

PS said that no updates were available and no further developments had taken place. The monthly date of the Planning Committee has been brought forward to the middle of the month rather than at the end.
 
AOCB

1. JC suggested to members that the Gala be abandoned for this year. He said that this was due to a number of reasons – CSCC were unable to obtain a grant to support the event this year; he and SWP had been struggling to get attractions this year; they were unable to get sufficient volunteer help in relation to the planning, setting up and running of the event. This was accepted by members. JC agreed to put a notice on local WhatsApp group sites informing them of this decision.      
2. PS raised the topic of the National Emergency Briefing, held at Westminster in November 2026. The briefing focused on the climate nature crisis. Dr Alison Green, a national figure in the climate action world and who lives locally, is asking local communities to show the film, ‘An Inconvenient Truth’. She has expressed an interest in coming to a CSCC meeting to explain her role in relation to climate issues. It was suggested that, instead, it might be appropriate to organise a community session in the village hall where she could come along to talk about her role and then show the film. PS agreed to pursue this.  
3. PS also raised an issue about the proliferation of 20 mile an hour speed limit signs going up around Dalbeattie, some of which appear to be temporary and some not. Members suggest these are confusing.
4. DS asked if members would be happy for him to share the CSCC Local Place Plan and how it was designed with the Dalbeattie CC. All agreed this.
5. DS agreed to look into the possibility of having a sign erected at Portling indicating ‘No room for vehicles turning’ in order to deter motorists from going down to the shore in their vehicles. This was raised by JR who said that motorists who don’t know the area drive down and then find it difficult to turn and get back up in the small space available.
6. JR mentioned that the next meeting of the Stewartry Network Federation is on Wednesday 20 May 2026 if anyone would like to attend. 
7. RM raised the issue about plans for sewage from Kippford to be rerouted up-river to Dalbeattie. No clarification was available about this.  
8. RM asked if anyone knew about progress in relation to the restaurant/pub proposed for Barend. Members said this was not going ahead but that there would be food vans (pizza van, burger van, street food van) there on different days.
9. RM noted the number of dog poop bags being left around rather than disposed of in bins. He said he would talk to the caravan park owner at Rockcliffe to ask them to remind visitors of the bins provided for this waste.  

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON THURSDAY 14 MAY 2026 PM IN COLVEND PUBLIC HALL:
AGM 7:00 PM
MONTHLY MEETING AT 7:30 PM 

We encourage people who live in the area to attend these interesting meetings!  Find out what is going on in your community.

www.colvendcommunity.co.uk
	
We also have a Facebook page & WhatsApp group!
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