DRAFT


COLVEND AND SOUTHWICK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 6 November 2025 at 7 pm in Colvend Public Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk165642235]PRESENT: Chair - Roderick Morriss (RM), Treasurer – John Rowland (JR), Secretary – Gordon Webster (GW); Elected CCs: John Coates (JC), Elspeth Collins-Taylor (ECT), Tracy Roan (TR); Co-opted CC: Matthew Pumphrey (MP); Local Cllr: David Stitt (DS); Kippford Association representative – David Butler (DB); Minute Secretary – Gwen Coates (GC)

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Sandyhills Protection Group (SPG) representative – Peter Shaw (PS), Duncan McFadyen (DM), Clive Sinclair (CS)

APOLOGIES: Elected CCs: Kristine Filer (KF), Tom Nicol (TN); Local Cllr: Ian Blake (IB),

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Adoption of the Minutes from 2 October 2025

The minutes were proposed by JC and seconded by MP. There were no amendments. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

‘Warm Space’. This item is now a separate agenda item – see below for information. 

POLICE REPORT

The police report, sent to members before the meeting, noted that there were ‘no crimes of note in the local area’. 

TREASURER'S REPORT

Prior to the meeting, JR sent members the following summary of transaction since 1 October 2025:
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JR said that he had contacted Virgin Money’s corporate centre and was told that he may be able to open an interest bearing Charity Online Notice Account for CSCC but that he needs to explore this further.  

WARM SPACE

ECT advised she had attended a dumgal meeting where they were advised there were generators available from SPEN for community council hubs which had the appropriate connection although this doesn’t mean that each area is guaranteed to receive one. JC asked about the costs involved and who would pay for these. It was agreed that CSCC could not rely on this and needed to have its own generator and associated equipment. JC has been pursuing the possibility of getting funding from the Margaret Murdoch Trust Fund (see minutes from the last CSCC meeting). He has submitted proposed costings for this but has not heard back from the trustees. He noted that the proposed items can be easily transported, for example, if needed at Kippford Village Hall.  JR had previously asked if it was clear that the use of such funding was appropriate given the original purpose of the trust fund. MP said that it was because it came under the legal doctrine of ‘Cy-près’ (i.e. as near as possible to the testator's or donor's intentions when these cannot be precisely followed). RM asked that a final decision be made on this issue at the next meeting. To this end, it was agreed that JC will resend his proposed costing document to trust members; that trust members will meet prior to the next CSCC meeting; that information and decisions from trust members will be shared with CSCC members prior to the next meeting. 

COLVEND PRIMARY SCHOOL

Mhairi Watkins, Colvend Primary School Parent Council representative, was not present at tonight’s meeting so no update was available in relation to school activities. DS noted that a plan to close a number of small local schools (including Colvend Primary School) is included in DGC’s 2026/2027 Budget Consultation. The 2026/2027 budget is due to be set in February 2026. The consultation is open until 23 November 2025. This can be accessed online, at various community events (advertised on all our local WA groups) or by filling in a paper survey.    

PROJECTS

1. Colvend Lochs Aquatic Survey. A successful online presentation of the survey was given to The Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) by Simon Pain and Sarah White. There will be a final report and a presentation as part of the winter talks programme. This project is now closed.

2. Kippford Wee Pier renovation. JR has received quotes for the required work from three sources. He is applying for funding from the Robin Rigg fund. As noted in the previous minutes, he is also considering other funding sources. He noted that it was important in making this application that he is able to show there is local support for the project. Examples of this are that the project is included in the Local Place Plan (LPP) and that local groups such as the Kippford Association, the Solway (Kippford) Yacht Club and CSCC support it in principle. However, there was a lengthy discussion about the pros and cons of pursuing this project. ECT asked why CSCC is pursuing this project since none of the groups supporting the project in principle actually wish to take ownership of the pier. She also asked about who would assume responsibility for the pier, for example, in terms of public liability and went on to say that she did not believe that it would be correct to apply for the grant if it deprived more deserving projects of the money that they would or might have otherwise received. JC advised  that there were two other likely applications from the district, one by the Hall Committee and the other from the Colvend Golf Club and suggested that the likely implications if we proceed with the Wee pier would be that these two much more worthy causes – and from which the Community would actually benefit – would be adversely affected. JR said his understanding was that if all three grants were approved, and the current years’ fund was insufficient, they would pro rate the amount available.  JR and RM said that it was important to support the pier as it was an historic part of Kippford that needs maintaining. TR suggested CSCC should continue to pursue the project until we have a clear idea of the funding available. If there is no, or insufficient, funding available, then wider consultation would be needed before any decision to abandon the project could be made as it is in the LPP. RM asked for a vote from members about whether to continue applying for funding for project. Of the 7 CSCC members present, 4 voted to continue, 3 voted against.  JR was thus asked to carry on with the funding application. GW agreed to write a letter to JR confirming the need for him to apply for grant funding as soon as possible for the renovation of the Wee pier. This project is ongoing.

3. Sandyhills to Colvend Footpath (previously active/safe travel on A710). No one was available to speak about this project. This project is ongoing. 

4. Portling and Southwick defibrillators (siting/installation/connection/training) update. Nothing further has been done on this project. GW asked, via local WhatsApp groups, who might be interested in attending a training session to be held by a Community First Responder. He has only received four replies. RM believes that more local people are likely to be interested and asked GW to go ahead and arrange the training and then invite people once he has a date fixed. This project is ongoing. 

5. Kippford Flood Reduction measures. GW circulated to members, prior to the meeting, an email from IB asking CSCC to make clear its position in relation to this issue. GW has sent a reply noting that CSCC is not involved or has any responsibility regarding this issue.

6. Disintegration of Visitor Interpretation Boards and Information Centre update. GW is still awaiting dates from Border Signs regarding their agreement to carry out repairs to the boards, free of charge. He informed members that CSCC would have to arrange to transport the signs to the company. This project is ongoing. 

7. Burma Bridge. As noted in the last minutes, it was suggested that the bridge be publicised more widely and, for example that advertising copy and photographs be sent to the local press. GW agreed to send an email to KF, who has indicated an interest in doing this. This project is ongoing.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Winter Evening Talks programme update. JC said that the next talk will be on Friday 14 November at 7.30 p.m. McNabb Laurie of Dumfries & Galloway Woodlands will give an illustrated presentation. Entry is free but donations towards the upkeep of the hall will be gratefully received. Refreshments will be provided. Further talks in this series include the following: Colvend Lochs Aquatic Survey by Sarah White; a horticulture topic by Julian Stanning. In addition, JC is hoping to get the Solway Coast and Marine Project (SCAMP) to give a presentation. He noted that he is having some difficulty in contacting them. PS agreed to put him in touch with a member of the team. RM said that he would be happy to give a presentation about Machu Piccu and the Galapagos Islands. JC agreed to contact him about his offer. (JC) To be considered at the next meeting.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1. 22/0197/SCO Scoping Opinion – paused awaiting applicant response.
2. 23/1426/FUL Sandyhills proposed car park development – rolling agenda item.
3. 23/2027/SCR Screening Opinion related to 23/1426/FUL: DGC Planning decision – No EIA required.
PS said that no updates were available and no further developments had taken place. The next planning application meeting is on 27 November 2025. 

CSCC has received a request for assistance from a local resident about activities at a location in Barnbarroch. This includes the burning and burying of building waste, Japanese Knotweed contamination, leaking underground tanks and the presence of an asbestos roof on a building being demolished. DS agreed to forward these concerns to DGC. GW also agreed to send a letter of concern from CSCC to DGC’s planning enforcement department asking them to investigate the issues raised. 

AOCB

1. CSCC has received a request, via Kimberley Philips (Ward Officer), to work with Dumfries and Galloway College to encourage the creation of more opportunities to train young people in the area. This might include jointly bidding for appropriate funding to support training needs and upskilling local people. GW agreed to write a letter of support for this initiative. 

2. Scottish Government, under its ‘Democracy Matters’ programme is committed to devolving more powers to communities. In relation to this, CSCC received a letter and links to a poll/petition about empowering community councils. This noted that England’s ‘10,000 parish councils have a wide range of optional powers with budgets to match, releasing collective creativity and strengthening local democracy. In comparison, Scotland’s 1,200 community councils have no meaningful decision–making powers and virtually no money. As a result, they often struggle to attract members.’ JC, who was the chair of a parish council in England for 15 years affirmed the above description. He noted that the UK government insist that regional councils allocate 2.5% of their Council Tax revenue to community projects. English councils pass this on to the parish councils for allocation whereas Scottish councils allocate this themselves. In JC’s case, his parish had a budget of £100,000 per annum and was able to allocate this to projects that benefited the community. He was also able to employ a full time clerk who was tasked with bringing in funding equivalent to the salary they were paid. It is for individuals to decide whether or not to sign the poll/petition. 

3. Ahead of the meeting GW had forwarded an email from IB stating that the police were able to produced more livestock worrying warning posters locally and he would advise when these might be available. CS was happy with this and would like 100 posters, if possible, he thought it would be useful to have pictures of sheep on some posters and cows on others to ensure that people are aware that dogs are a risk to both animals. 

4. DS and RM explained the order of wreath laying in the churches across the CSCC region on Remembrance Sunday (9 November 2025)

5. DS noted that recent SEPA evidence indicates that Rockcliffe and Sandyhills were among the 10 worst beaches with the most unsafe faecal bacteria according to samples in Summer 2025 – with Rockcliffe 9th and Sandyhills 10th. 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON THURSDAY 11 DECEMBER 2025

AT 7:00 PM IN COLVEND PUBLIC HALL

We encourage people who live in the area to attend these interesting meetings!  Find out what is going on in your community.


www.colvendcommunity.co.uk
	
We also have a Facebook page & WhatsApp group!

	If further copies of these minutes are required, please email secretary@colvendcommunity.co.uk	
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Description Debit Credit

MOB, Mrs G S Coates, Transfer  £175.00
CandSComCouncil
MOB, Dumfries And Gallo, Transfer  £3,666.00

Colvend Southwick

Balance

£19,558.46

£19,733.46




