Colvend & Southwick Community Council.
Projects report March 2022
1.
Anti-littering project
The children’s litter signs are currently located at Colvend Shop, Rockcliffe Beach car park, Kippford
Hall car park and the A710 layby west of the Manse (A Frame sign). The A Frame sign was affected by
the recent winds and was removed from the layby and is currently being re-purposed to Kippford Road
end to advertise the Knit & Natter sessions.
D&G Council have agreed to undertake a litter clean on the A710 corridor from Dalbeattie to Sandyhills
in support of our campaign and this is scheduled for w/c 28th February.
Thanks go to Mr Robert Thomas for arranging a JCB to remove the rubbish on the bank at the back of
the Southwick Layby.

2.

Barean Crannog

The final sign directing visitors to the Barean Crannog has arrived and has
been fitted on the finger post outside the Hermitage on Core Path 20. This
project is now fully completed.

3.

Coastal Path Visitor Interpretation Signs

The 5 Coastal path visitor interpretation boards have been delivered (costing £4452). There is a
balance of £189 still available from the 3 grants to allow for the installation of boards. Installation will
need to be done by C&SCC volunteers and I shall be seeking help over the coming 3 weeks.
Decision required: Approval to purchase postcrete as required to complete the installations.
(Border signs indicate that this will be a minimum of 2 bags / sign. Cost approx. £70)

4.

Colvend Indoor Sports Club – Pool table

The new collapsible pool table / dart board has been purchased & delivered at a cost of £340. Currently
this is being used on the main hall floor because of concerns about players falling from the edge of the
stage, but it is stored on the stage.

5.

Evening talks - LCD Projector Project

The new LCD projector has arrived. It is capable of operating off a laptop computer, USB stick (not
PowerPoint) and a DVD player. A USB (C) to HDMI connector has been purchased to allow modern
computers to interface with the projector. The Projector is currently held by SWP for security reasons.
The Colvend Hall Committee have had a second-hand laptop donated and this is to be tested to ensure
compatibility with the projector.
It is understood that the Hall Committee will be organising the Evening Talks on behalf of the Hall
Committee and the Community Council. The first talk is expected to be on local geology by David
Harrison. Agreement has been reached with Inspiring Scotland to allow us to split the £300 Rural
Communities Ideas in Action funding to allow £100 to be used as seed funding for the evening talks. (

The date for the first talk by Mr David Harrison has been set for Friday 18th March at 7:30pm in Colvend
Hall.)
Decision required: Approval to spend £100 from the RCIA funding on launching the first Evening
Talk?

6.

Knit & Natter

The Knit & Natter sessions will start on Thursday 24th March at 2:00pm in the Treats & Eats Tearoom.
In order to give the session a clear purpose, the blankets will be knitted for a charity called “Knit for
Peace” and the intention is to have at least one completed in time for the Queen’s Jubilee. Knitting
coaching will be by Barabara Hutchison and initially crochet coaching will be by Becky Hodgson’s sister,
Petra.
Advertising has been via the community noticeboards, Colvend shop, the WhatsApp Groups and the
“A” Frame sign at the Kippford Road end (Cost of A1 B&W poster print - £6.30p) So far 13 people have
signed up to come, but we really need a minimum of 20 for the event to be viable.
Action required: Everyone present to assist with encouraging more uptake in the places at the Knit
& Natter

7.

Colvend School -Bringing Schools Together project

The Colvend School Parent Council are still in the process of agreeing details of their application for
discretionary funding from D&G Stewartry Area Committee.

8.

Future Grant application programme – Electric vehicle charge Point

A meeting has been held with Grant Coltart at D&G Council regarding the possibility of siting a vehicle
charging point in our area. Grant is very enthusiastic. It appears that EV Chargepoints in our area would
not qualify for the On Street Residential Chargepoint scheme (ORCs) funding that Local Authorities are
eligible to apply for, since all our local residential properties have off street parking (driveways). What
might work is for the C&SCC to apply to the Coastal Benefit fund for capital funding and either operate
it ourselves or for the D&G Council to take on the running costs and any income generation on a notfor-profit basis. One snag is that if the C&SCC undertake the project, the funding will need to include
VAT as we are not VAT registered, whereas the D&G Council can recover the VAT.
D&G Council are currently checking with SPEN to see if capacity is available (called a DNO) either in
the Colvend Hall car park or Rockcliffe main car park. Indications are that the installation of a power
supply would cost approx. £3000 for the “Slow Charger” option shown below.
The approximate installation cost of a fast charge facility with connection for 2 vehicles is around
£8000 + VAT (this provides a full charge in 2-3 hours). To have a rapid charge facility would cost around
£25000.
If we wished to proceed, then we should take the opportunity to apply to the D&G Regionwide Coastal
fund that closes on 22nd April. It is likely that we would need supplementary funding from another
source (SWEAT or National Lottery?)

There are 3 different type of chargepoints possible:

The latest information (today) is that it has been agreed that the council could pay for the
chargepoint (CP) and installation and invoice the Colvend & Southwick Community Council
for the net amount excl. VAT if the C&SCC wished this to be the case. In this case DGC would
procure the CP through the council’s Procurement Standing Orders and D&G Council would
Project Manage the installation of the CP. The budget cost will be around the £11k figure for
the Colvend Village Hall location for a 7KW Dual Chargepoint incl. a 5yr maintenance and
warranty contract and metering. The C&SCC would have to decide who operates it (pays the
electricity and maintains it once the CP is out of warranty) and what tariff it would impose. If
the CC decide they want DGC to operate the CP then we would impose a 25p per KW and a
min charge of £1.50. This would be a revenue neutral basis to cover any electricity and
standing charges plus go towards a future maintenance and warranty contract to make the
CP sustainable and in good operation for future long-term use.
Decisions required:
-

S.W.Pain

Do we wish to proceed with a project to install an EV point in our area at a cost of
approx. £11,000 (for the slow charger point)?
If so, should it be at Colvend Hall or Rockcliffe main car park?
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